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PREFACE

This book came about from thoughts that I had on a number of issues that happened to be important to me at a specific time for one or more particular reason. 

From several conversations I had it occurred to me that there are many people who view the Bible with some suspicion because of certain contradictions they had observed. I felt that this could cast doubt on Christianity. It might also lead to a situation, where, if no proper guidance is given by the Church, the individual Christian then interprets the Bible as he or she sees fit, depending on his or her preference. The main question then became: Does God speak to different people saying contradictory things? It was with this in mind that I kept record of situations in my life where I was forced to go back to Jesus, to see exactly what He had said on the matter. I had to see if what He had said would in any way be different to what I personally already had accepted as the truth, by my own conscience, if you like, or by the grace of His Spirit in me, as is now my personal belief. Concerning this quest, I must submit that I have not found any contradictions in anything that Jesus said, nor have I found any reason to doubt Him because of what He said.

I thought the results of my investigations important enough to put them on paper and to share them with anyone interested. I do not claim that all that I say or what I have concluded from Jesus’ words has never been said or heard before. I just wanted to put all the wisdom that we have of Him that was important to me together in one publication. If someone then asks me again: “Why do you believe in Christ?” I can give him this book and say: “This is why I trust Him, you will find all my reasons and arguments in here.”

This book is not a comprehensive study of Jesus’ life and work. On the contrary, I think it covers only a small part of it. What I hope is that the reading will inspire you, the reader, to have a close look again at all the words from God. I am sure that you too will acknowledge that this does shape our lives.

Most of the quotations from the Bible were taken from the New International Version of the Bible, abbreviated: “NIV”. During the reading of this book you might want to keep a Bible handy in case you want to check me up on the cross-references. 

May God bless you as we look together at some of Jesus’ words and actions, especially those where He seemed to be making an effort to ensure that what He said and did, would not be forgotten. I pray that the reading of this book may bring love and happiness to you and your loved ones. 

Henry Pool 

Silverton

April 1995

Chapter 1

Is Jesus really God?

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.

14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened.

15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them;

16 but they were kept from recognizing him.

17 He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk along?" They stood still, their faces downcast.

18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?"

19 "What things?" he asked. "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people.

20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him;

21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.

22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning

23 but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.

24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see."

25 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!

26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"

27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

Luke 24:13-27 (NIV)

It did not escape Jesus that He could not leave us without giving us some form of physical evidence that He really was who He claimed to be. He knows what it means when you are in doubt. He then explains to us the meaning of the Scriptures! (vs. 27). How foolish of us not to believe that He is alive. (vs. 25). Jesus made several appearances after his physical death but of these I think the one quoted above was to me the most remarkable. It brought me to a point where I actually went about and looked into the Scriptures that Jesus was referring to (vs. 27). And it convinced me. I mean the number of prophecies written down hundreds of years before Christ that all came true during Jesus’ life on earth and on His way to the cross are staggering. If it were only one or two correct prophecies one might still be able to call it a coincidence. But with 30 or 40? And it is not like He Himself could have a hand in the fulfilling of these prophecies. Take for instance Psalm 22, written in about 960 BC. Hanging on the cross Jesus quotes from this particular psalm  (See Matt 27:46), which means of course that these scriptures were in existence during His life on earth. But there was no way that He personally could have exerted any influence on what they were doing with his clothes! (Ps 22:17–19, compare with Luke 23:33 or John 19:23-24). It is almost like a signature! Jesus is saying: It is I, your God, who hangs on this cross; it is about Me that all the Scriptures are speaking.

I thought it good to start this book with some of the Scriptures that Jesus must have referred to in the above-mentioned conversation. (vs. 27). I always quote the prophecy first and then the corresponding text in the New Testament when the prophecy did come to pass, exactly as “predicted”: 

1.

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  Isaiah 7:14 (NIV), ca.700BC

20 But after he had considered this (that is: the breaking of his engagement) an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  Matt 1:20 (NIV)

2.

2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."   Micah 5:2 (NIV), ca. 700 BC

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem  Matt 2:1 (NIV)

3.

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.   Isaiah 9:6 ,  ca. 700 BC   

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.   Luke 2:11 (NIV)

4.

15 This is what the LORD says: "A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because her children are no more."   Jer.31: 15 (NIV), ca. 600 BC  

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.   Matthew 2:16   (NIV) 

5.

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, Isaiah 61:1-2 (NIV), ca. 700 BC

17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him,

21 and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."   Luke 4:17-21 (NIV)

6.

8 "Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons will bow down to you.

9 You are a lion's cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness--who dares to rouse him?

10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.

11 He will tether his donkey to a vine, his colt to the choicest branch; he will wash his garments in wine, his robes in the blood of grapes.

12 His eyes will be darker than wine, his teeth whiter than milk.  Gen 49:8-12 (NIV), ca. 3700 BC

1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,

2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.

3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away."

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:

5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.

7 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.   Matt 21:1-7 (NIV)

7.

9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.  Zech 9:9-10 (NIV), ca. 500 BC

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it.

36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:

38 "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  Luke 19:35-38 (NIV)

8.

9 Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.   Psalms 41:9 (NIV), ca. 960 BC

3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve.

4 And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray Jesus.

5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money.  Luke 22:3-5 (NIV)

9.

12 I told them, "If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it." So they paid me thirty pieces of silver.  

Zech 11:12 (NIV), ca. 500 BC

14 Then one of the Twelve--the one called Judas Iscariot--went to the chief priests

15 and asked, "What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver coins.  Matt 26:14-15 (NIV)

10.

13 And the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter"--the handsome price at which they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD to the potter.   Zech 11:13 (NIV), ca. 500 BC

3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders.

4 "I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility."

5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.

6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money."

7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners.

8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  Matt 27:3-8 (NIV)

11.

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  Isaiah 53:7 (NIV) ca. 700 BC

4 So again Pilate asked him, "Aren't you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of."

5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed.  Mark 15:4-5 
12.

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  Isaiah 53:5 (NIV), ca. 700 BC

26 ….. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.   Matt 27:26 (NIV)

13.

17 I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.

18 They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.

19 But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me.   Psalms 22:17-19 (NIV), ca. 960 BC

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.

24 "Let's not tear it," they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who will get it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing."  So this is what the soldiers did.  John 19:23-24 (NIV)

14.

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  Isaiah 53:12 (NIV), ca. 700 BC

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence?

41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."

42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."

43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."   Luke 23:39-43 (NIV)

15.

19 You know how I am scorned, disgraced and shamed; all my enemies are before you.

20 Scorn has broken my heart and has left me helpless; I looked for sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I found none.

21 They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst.

  Psalms 69:19-21 (NIV), ca. 960 BC

34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.  Matt 27:34 (NIV)

16.

7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads:

8 "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him."   Psalms 22:7-8 (NIV), ca. 960 BC

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar37 and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."  Luke 23:35-37 (NIV)

17.

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?

Psalms 22:1 (NIV), ca. 960 BC

46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Matt 27:46 (NIV)

18.

15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."

  Gen 3:15 (NIV), ca. 3700 BC

28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty."

29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.

30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  John 19:28-30 (NIV)

19.

20 he protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken.

  Psalms 34:20 (NIV), ca. 960 BC

33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.  John 19:33 (NIV)

20.

10 because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  Psalms 16:10 (NIV), ca. 960 BC

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.   Acts 2:32 (NIV)

Chapter 2

Jesus is God! God is Jesus.

22 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter,

23 and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade.

24 The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."

25 Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me,

26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.

28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.

29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.

30 I and the Father are one."

31 Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him,

32 but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?"

33 "We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God."

34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I have said you are gods'?

35 If he called them 'gods,' to whom the word of God came--and the Scripture cannot be broken--

36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'?

37 Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does.

38 But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father."

Jesus identifies Himself: “I and the Father are one” (vs. 30). The apostle Paul once wrote: He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15). This is what I see when I make a picture of God in my mind: God is Jesus on the cross! That is perhaps not the beautiful picture people would like to have of their God. To tell you the truth: it must have been an awful sight. Yet the way He hung there on that cross, hands stretched out, tells me that this is how He holds our world in His hands. With undivided love. To the casual observer He might appear totally helpless. But those who choose to examine a little bit closer, may get a glimpse of a brilliant plan, designed to inspire millions of people all over the world.

Some people do not like to look at a weak God. They want a God with lots of power. How great is our God? Let me rephrase that. How is our God great? He shows His greatness in His love for us. Clearly, to Jesus, life meant: making a choice between love and power. And, right up until the very end of His life He kept on making the right choices, in every situation: Love comes first. When Jesus speaks I get gooseflesh and shivers along my spine. It is because I know that it is God speaking. And when God speaks it must be a truth that will be valid always, from 60 centuries ago to the present and even into the future.

Jesus says: “I and the Father are one.” That means: Jesus is God. But also: God is Jesus! Any possible image of God that we might have formed in our minds not derived from – or based on – Jesus’ life on earth is doomed. Sooner or later it will turn into an idol God, or worse, a monster. Many people’s view of – or experience with their own father is often projected onto the image they have of God (the Father). They know that Jesus is (also) God. But surely God Himself, the Father, must still be something else? It is then when a wrong picture may be formed. If, for example, our relationship with our own father has been a negative one, a picture of a man with a belt or stick in his hand, standing behind the door, is not unusual. Surely, if God exists, then He must be ready to punish us whenever we have done something wrong?

No. That is impossible. God does not have two faces. God is Jesus and Jesus is only love. Jesus has shown us who God is and what He wants. Follow Jesus in every step He made and you will find out who God is – what He can do and what He wants us to do. Like Jesus, I challenge every sceptic to analyse Jesus’ work on earth carefully – both in words and deeds (vs. 37). I am sure that they will conclude that God is very much unlike they thought He would be. They might even start loving Him like I do. “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.” (John 1:18). Jesus came to us to let us know who God is. If we want to find out who God really is we must keep our eyes on Jesus. In the process of learning who God is we may also realize who we are and what power we have when we place our trust in Him (vs. 34).

Join me as we carry out some real research to find out more about the way our heavenly Father thinks. You will be surprised to see what you get just by looking carefully at Jesus’ words and actions such as they have been recorded in the Scriptures. 

Chapter 3

Let there be Light!

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth.

2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"

3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.

4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work.

5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes.

7 "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.

  John 9:1-7 (NIV)

14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

  Matt 5:14 (NIV)

Here is a man who has never seen any light. The disciples think that this is a good case for them to learn something: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents?”(vs.2). From their point of view: If there were no sin there wouldn’t be any darkness, no suffering. They also suspect that it is not this man who is guilty because it is clear from this passage that the man was born blind (vs. 1). To them the question really is whether one could suffer darkness because of the sins of your parents. It looks like they are almost sure that this is the problem because they were probably not totally unaware of the contents of the Old Testament (e.g. Exodus. 34:7).

Jesus gives the disciples a surprising answer. He declares that in this particular case no one is to blame. In other words: there are cases where there is no such thing as a logical correlation between guilt and suffering or between sin and darkness. Following this statement He then simply points out to us that in this situation this question is not the right question to ask. Imagine: A man is having a problem. We, the disciples, all stand around him having discussions with him and amongst ourselves about why this thing has happened to him. Is this going to help him? NO! That is precisely the message that Jesus is conveying to his disciples: You don’t help this man by finding out whose fault his condition is. While we live we must rather do the work of God (vs. 4)!
In our meetings with our fellow man in need, the question that begins with a ‘why’ or a ‘how’ is often not a relevant question. The question should have been: What must happen, now that it has become dark? And then His answer to that question: “The work of God must be displayed in his life!” (Vs. 3)

Notice the passage from verse 6 onwards. There is a clear parallel with the first three verses of the Bible (Genesis 1:1-3) when we watch what happens next. Jesus now proves that He is the God of Creation, able to create light in the darkness. The bringing together of sand (earth = formless, emptiness = chaos) and His Water (the water that gives life: His Spirit; see also Chapter 8) makes a combination that causes light to shine in the darkness, just like it is at the beginning of the Bible. As in Genesis 1:1-3 it seems there isn’t an answer to the question: Where did this darkness (chaos) come from? Deliberately not answering that question is also an answer. It could be the main lesson that Jesus is trying to tell us here. Looking for a guilty party for a certain conflict or situation usually brings more chaos and darkness. Many times people end up blaming God: Would the suffering have been there if He had not wanted it? Looking at certain calamities He would then really have to be a monster! At this stage the darkness around us is complete due to the fact that we are denying that God is the light of the world and that in Him there is no darkness (vs. 5).

What God wants is clear from the first page of the Bible: “let there be light!” in an often dark and chaotic world. But it appears that He wants us to be his partner in the fight against the darkness (suffering). Note Vs. 4. Jesus speaks about us. (“we”; compare also with vs. 14). Jesus is saying: Wherever and whenever we find darkness we must resist it, fight it, and in so doing become more like Him: Being the light of the world (vs. 5). This is the challenge that He extends to us: You, together with Me, let us change this world and make it a better place.

We are not called to solve riddles that cannot be solved or to find explanations for the unexplainable. Our faith becomes real when we enter the darkness with the Spirit of Jesus in us and work together with Him doing the works of His Father: “Let there be light!” 

The fight against ignorance, blindness, sickness, disease, poverty, wars, guns, floods, earth-quakes, volcano-eruptions, car accidents, race-discrimination, sexism, pollution, cruelty to animals, the killing of our wild-life, alcohol- and drug abuse, etc. etc. all originate from this point in our lives, where we realize that He is challenging us to become like Him, with His Spirit in us, actively involved in the bringing of light where it is dark. 

People who build schools and hospitals, or who find cures for cancer and AIDS, or who cure blindness and deafness, or who fight against poverty and child abuse, or who try to make peace, or who oppose the making of weapons, or who fight against alcohol- and drug abuse, or who predict floods, earth-quakes and volcano-eruptions, or who oppose racial- and gender discrimination, or who protect our animals, or who dedicated their lives to any other cause where they had an experience of darkness – these are the people that will not go unnoticed! (vs. 14).

Chapter 4

Stretch out your hand!

1 Another time he went into the synagogue, and a man with a shriveled hand was there.

2 Some of them were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath.

3 Jesus said to the man with the shriveled hand, "Stand up in front of everyone."

4 Then Jesus asked them, "Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?" But they remained silent.

5 He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored.

6 Then the Pharisees went out and began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.

  Mark 3:1-6 (NIV)

Jesus knew that the spiritual leaders were out to catch Him – that is why they were watching Him to see whether He would heal people on a Sabbath. And it happened to be the Sabbath! Until 6 o’clock in the evening. Could He not have waited a little, so that these people would be satisfied? Should He not have been a little sensitive towards their feelings? No! That is the crucial lesson in this story: it is about one man and the love that Jesus has for him. Jesus is not distracted by the possible consequences or side effects of His actions. This is the way God thinks in a big way: His love for mankind is made concrete here, in this seemingly obscure meeting with a fellow-man who is in need.

Jesus places the man who is suffering in a central place so that everyone can see him and realize what the issue is all about: Doing good to a fellow-man on the Sabbath instead of doing evil, to save a life or to kill (vs. 3 and 4). Sure, one might have asked the question: Somebody who has been sick for such a long time, can he not wait a little longer? Waiting a little with doing good is not really the same as doing bad?  And this here does not really look like a life and death issue, does it? Jesus addresses those questions here by His action: Somebody who has been sick for so long, why let him suffer one more day, or even one more hour.

“Stretch out your hand.”

Clearly, to Jesus, love is the key to the explanation of Scripture and love can never be in contradiction with God’s law. God’s Kingdom of love is in a hurry. It cannot wait until later. It is here and now. Jesus refused to be disobedient to His own interpretation of the Scriptures. No matter what the cost. He is teaching us that if you have the means and the ability to help someone now, then do it now. Do not put off until later. Later may never come. Later may be too late. “Stretch out your hand” becomes the symbol of love that can only be called divine.

What did He achieve in this meeting? One sick man is healed but the people who might really have had some sort of say in Jesus’ career, went out to make plans to kill Him (vs. 6). It doesn’t seem fair. One of the many paradoxes that we will grow used to as we study Jesus’ actions on earth. Certainly, He didn’t get anything out of this miracle but I think He’s also letting us know that in similar cases that may also happen to us. He is challenging us to do good, no matter what the consequences of that help may be to ourselves. 

Chapter 5

Learning how to pray

1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."

2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: "'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.

3 Give us each day our daily bread.

4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.'"

5 Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,

6 because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.'

7 "Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.'

8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.

9 "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.

10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?

12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?

13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"  Luke 11:1-13 (NIV)

The disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray. Perhaps they thought that it was an art and that once you knew the ‘technique’ it could do a lot of good for you. Jesus illustrates His teaching with what I shall call the story of the three friends. Friendships are important to Jesus. It implies some kind of relationship. It is difficult to have any feelings for someone if you hardly know him or her. There are three persons in the story. The first person is obviously you and me and everyone who hears the story. The second person is a friend who has come to visit you at an inconvenient time. You realize that he is your guest, and, according to the rules of hospitality, you acknowledge that you are accountable for his well-being. At this point, realizing your responsibility, you are reminded: I have nothing to set before him (vs. 6). That you really have nothing with which you can help your friend does not absolve you from your responsibility. On the contrary, rather his need now becomes your need, his problem your problem. It is exactly here where prayer originates: the need of the other person, persons, organization, nations, etc. for which one knows to be responsible and for which you really can give nothing else but the offering of prayer.  

It may be important to note that we don’t have to feel ashamed of the fact that there are situations where there are no easy answers. ‘I have nothing’ is the point where we must turn to the third Person in this story. We have to knock at the door of a Friend who can give us what we need. At this point of the story Jesus asks the pupils their opinion: will this Friend stand up and give him what he needs? Knowing the rules of hospitality the answer seems obvious to them. Jesus answers the question himself and gives two reasons why he will get what he asks: Firstly because He is his friend, secondly, and this seems to get more emphasis, because of his boldness. The Friend hears whose need it is; it is the need of the other person, the friend’s guest. Our Great Friend knows that our love for that friend is so great that we will not stop knocking until we get what is required.

When a disciple is honest in his wish that a fellow-man will meet in him a man in whom he can experience Jesus and if he realizes: I have nothing to give him, then that disciple may boldly count on an answer to his prayer. This is God’s promise to him in his need for the other. The friend asks for three loaves of bread. That is what he reckons he needs to solve the problem. Jesus says: The Friend gives him as much as he needs.  The disciple may count on receiving what he needs to help his friend.

Finally, the disciple needs to ask the Holy Spirit to guide him (vs. 13). He may rely on getting help from Him every time. But what exactly does Jesus mean by that? It almost seems that this part does not fit here in the story. This Spirit looks like something so untouchable, so vague. Certainly, He is untouchable. You don’t get anything in your hands. Yet He is definitely not something vague. He is the Spirit of Jesus Himself; His breath that He blows the moment that He sends us to help the other man. It is almost like the imprint of His image upon us. It is the Godly breath of creative, touchable love. This is what the disciple needs so that he can completely identify himself with his fellow man that is in need or pain. His only wish will then be that the God who is love gives him what he needs to help his friend. The Holy Spirit gives the disciple the courage to speak the truth, no matter what the consequences of that will be to him. Guided by Jesus’ Spirit he then speaks the very words that Jesus Himself would have spoken. Let’s find out more about Jesus’ Spirit in the next chapter!

Chapter 6

The Spirit of Truth

1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.

2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

4 You know the way to the place where I am going."

Jesus the Way to the Father
5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?"

6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him."

8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."

9 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'?

10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.

11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.

12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.

13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.

14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.

15 "If you love me, you will obey what I command.

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--

17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.

18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.

20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.

21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."   John 14:1-21 (NIV)


I was still very young when I experienced for the first time the presence of the Holy Spirit in my life. I had been playing with my parents’ record player and I had been listening to a record. I remember that the song specifically mentioned how Jesus saved us by His blood, which He shed on the cross for us, just to pay for the wrongs we did to others. Somehow it must have hit on me dramatically at the time because I was crying of joy and happiness. Being a boy of somewhere around 11 or 12, I thought I knew all about crying: you did that when you did not get what you wanted or because you got a (well-earned) spanking. This here seemed silly and yet holy at the same time. But still I knew this was from God. I can even remember thinking that from that moment onwards Jesus would always be on my side – no matter what the circumstances of my life would be (vs. 20). That Jesus thought I was special, even if I did not think much of myself, – particularly not holy or anything like that – really stirred my heart (vs. 18).

Jesus calls His own Spirit, the Spirit of truth (vs. 17). When it was realized that He is also God, He became better known as the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13). He is the source of all truth and truths (vs. 17). Even in the years during which I did not really want to openly confess my Christianity – mainly because I was deeply disappointed in the way Christians around me professed their Christianity – I could not deny (to myself) that His Spirit was still present within me. Indeed, it was He who was continuously putting it on my heart to speak those truths that were required to bring an end to the apartheid-era in our country.

The (Holy) Spirit of Jesus has come to change us, to make us like God had originally wanted us to be. I know this doesn’t happen overnight. It is more like a process that goes on every day of our lives. Even after the disciples of Jesus had been filled with the Holy Spirit, they still had to learn many things. For one thing, they still had to be taught that discriminating against the gentiles, such as reported by Paul in Gal. 2:12, was not acceptable behaviour. That is why the Spirit spoke in a dream to Peter to correct this attitude (See Acts 10:34-48). However, once a man has made the decision to honour Jesus, the Holy Spirit will keep on changing him from that point onwards.

It is easy to open your heart for this inner voice, or “Counsellor” as Jesus calls His own Spirit (vs. 16). If you get into a situation where you are not sure what to do, you have to stop and ask His advice. Usually you have more than one choice, so you consciously have to make the choice that Jesus would have wanted you to make. That is exactly opposite to the choice that your ego would have wanted you to make. The Holy Spirit changes us by developing in us a desire to be like Jesus and to act like Him. In the place of our selfishness He brings the tolerance of love and all the other fruits of the Spirit: joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal. 5:22). He makes us honest and just, people who cannot be impressed with money or other fringe benefits.

When the Spirit of Truth really stirs a man’s heart, many strange things can happen. You might speak in strange languages, feeling so overwhelmed and overjoyed that your words and your own language are not sufficient to express your true feelings.  Like the apostles did when it finally dawned on them exactly what had happened right in front of their eyes. The people there thought that they had been drinking the way they acted (see Acts Chapter 2). 

You may also shed a few tears, because you are unable to control the happiness you are experiencing. Also, when a certain truth really hits you, you may experience gooseflesh and cold shivers up your spine. In fact, you may have felt the presence of this very same Spirit when you were watching a heart moving story or listening to your favourite song. He is there whenever some kind of truth is revealed to you or when some kind of love or hope is being expressed. The question really is: are you willing to acknowledge that it was the Spirit of Jesus that had moved your heart causing you to experience these emotions?

Note how Jesus invites us to keep our eyes on Him only, to consult His Spirit, to follow in His footsteps. Look at verse 12. I have often wondered about this. I mean that we will do greater things then He has done. Surely, that is impossible? Maybe not. If you consider the miracles that Jesus did and compare them with what happens in many hospitals today, He may have been right after all. I am saying that the medical technology is a gift from God and what with all the new operations and implants, blind people are beginning to see and deaf people can get hearing. Cancer can be beaten. The average life expectancy is still on the increase. Perhaps it is true that more miracles happen today then in Jesus’ days. Just a pity that nowadays nobody seems to take much notice.

Chapter 7

The Good Shepherd and the lost sheep

12 "What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off?

13 And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.

14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.

15 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.

16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'

17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

18 "I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

19 "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.

20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."   Matt 18:12-20 (NIV)

Don’t you hate exclusiveness? For example, this thing of entrance to clubs and resorts reserved for ‘members’ only, just to ensure that only people of one specific race or group are allowed ‘in’. I hate that. I could never go to such a place.

I like getting to know all sorts of people; I think the various mix of cultures in our own country is fascinating. It is a pity that I need more than one lifetime to make friends in all the different population groups. I see Jesus as someone who was all-inclusive. He sat with prostitutes and tax collectors (Luke 5:30-32). Whilst hanging on the cross He still had a word for the criminal hanging next to Him. And, note: on that occasion He didn’t ask the man whether he had gone to the right kind of church, whether he was baptized in the correct way, or whether he was served the last rite. He simply said: “Today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:40-43).

A good shepherd knows his sheep and he easily notices when one of them is missing. Our attention is on that one person who is missing, “lost”; somewhere in the veld. He excluded himself from the others and wandered off, alone. I guess this is someone who has lost sight of his/her destination and therefore lets go of his/her ethics. Note that our Father concerns Himself with this one single person (vs. 12-14). The impression is created that the ninety-nine sheep are somewhat neglected as He goes looking for the one sheep that has gone lost. Jesus reveals to us the way our heavenly Father thinks: 99% is not a good result. One is missing. Let Me (me = implied, vs. 15) go and look for his one single person who has gone astray

We now find in this passage a detailed account on how to deal with conflict situations. Because what do we do when somebody knowingly or unknowingly hurts you? What if someone tells lies about you? What would you do when someone who is close to you cheats on his/her spouse?

Jesus asks us that we must spell out this person’s fault. We must explain to him the consequences of his wrongdoings. There is a good chance that he will listen and that he will change His behaviour (vs. 15). If he does not listen, and, depending on the seriousness of the problem, you can request a meeting where at least two or three people are present. You can then minute what is being said, but it is also important that he is informed that there are still brother and sisters who care about him (vs. 16). We can even involve the whole congregation (vs. 17); hopefully he or she will realize that so many people have his/her well being at heart.

During this whole process there is still a search, inspired by love, to find solutions for the problem that has arisen. Unfortunately, there is a point when we may have to part company (vs. 17). In my opinion this point is reached when we realize that he or she is using us and our ‘Christian’ convictions only to enrich or better him- or herself. You turning the other cheek (Matt. 5:39) might sometimes prove to be counter-productive if this person has discovered that he or she can now always abuse your good heartedness. (see also  Matt. 10:14, Mark 6:11)

Ultimately the choice also rests with the individual: if he or she chooses not to be part of the body of Christ then we will still have to respect that decision (vs. 17). In such a case, Jesus says: Treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector (vs. 17). Does that mean that we have to exclude him or her? No way! The pagan is the person to whom Jesus sends his disciples to preach His gospel of love (Matt 28:19). He Himself ate with the tax collectors (e.g. Luke 19:1-9).

That what Jesus says next in vs. 19 is often quoted apart from what has preceded these particular verses. I think that this is wrong. What I mean is: many people think that if they want something from God they must just get a few persons to agree with them, and God will give it to them. But I think Jesus is still talking here about this one single person who has gone astray. And exactly in such a case, where we so desperately want God’s love to shine in that particular one person’s life – and we have this mini-church of 2 or 3 people who want the same thing -, there we have His promise of an answer to our prayers (vs. 19)! 

There may be cases of people who are under an evil spell, due to, for example, prior engagement with satanic activities. We will then have to identify and “loose” these binding forces on this person’s life. (vs. 18)

In verse 20 Jesus gives the answer to the question that so many people seem to ask: Where is God? It reminds me now of that old story of the atheist and the Christian who were both standing on a hill where a battle was being fought. Noting the horror around him the atheist asked: Where is your God now, where is your Jesus? At that point the young Christian saw two soldiers carrying a wounded friend to a hospital tent. He thought for a while and then pointed to them and said: “there, there is Jesus!” Jesus says: Where there are people standing together who really care for that one fellow-man who seemed to have gone lost, or who is sick, or who is suffering, or who is lonely: there is reconciliation; there is conversion; there is healing; there is friendship; there is God!   

Chapter 8

The Living Water

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."

11 "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?

12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"

13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."

15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water."

16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."

17 "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband.

18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."

19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."

21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.

22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.

23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.

24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."

25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."

26 Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."  John 4:7-26 (NIV)

Jesus was not bothered by any of the social rules that governed the lives of the Jews. In those days men did not really talk to women. Women had no rights. They would be seen – with covered faces, that is – but not heard when men were present. A woman was there to bear children and to look after the family and for the rest she had to remain silent. If a man did talk to a woman when in company with other men, he would loose face. That was beneath his ‘dignity’. 

The woman that Jesus talked to was a Samaritan. Jews and Samaritans hated each other. The Jews considered the Samaritans as a lower class people; they were descendants of a group of Jews who had been allowed to stay behind during the last forced removal but had mixed with the occupying forces, most probably just as a means of survival. An ‘unforgivable’ mistake. Being born of mixed races, that is. Racism is not an actuality from the last couple of decades. It has been with us forever. Whether it is race, sex or religion, there will always be reasons for people to discriminate.

There is yet another problem with this particular woman that Jesus chose to speak with. Her virtues were under suspicion, to say the least. The fact that she came alone to the well, at midday, instead of with the other women in the evening, speaks for itself. 

It is to this seemingly totally insignificant woman that Jesus discloses for the first time that He is in fact the Messiah, the Christ (vs. 26). It looks like  she had a strong suspicion that He would come (vs. 25); presumably she may have heard this message from John the Baptist (John 3:31). Precisely because of all the reasons mentioned above we have an accurate account of what was being said during this conversation (See also Acts 8:4-25). Jesus teaches us that God is Spirit (vs. 24). Anyone who worships Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth (vs. 23). You are able to worship Him anywhere, anytime and any place, under all circumstances. When we worship God we are honouring His Spirit, which we have now identified as the Spirit of Jesus. As has been testified by many of the Bible writers, something strange happens when we start worshiping His Spirit. He brings water for our (spiritual) thirst. He brings hope where there is despair; He brings happiness where there is sadness, companionship when there is loneliness and love where there is hatred.

Jesus talks about the Living Water: His Spirit becoming alive in us when we identify our spirits with His Spirit, His Spirit taking possession of our most inner being, wanting, like Him, only love.

Once we get hooked onto Him, it is a well within us that never runs dry (vs. 14). This Living Water, the Spirit of Jesus, holds an important promise: It is welling up to eternal life (vs. 14). It means that having faith or love, respectively for a particular situation or person, has eternal value. It will not be forgotten! Somewhere, someday it will be remembered. The faith that we have in Jesus, our hope that we place in Him and our love that we obtain from Him by the example that He set for us, will one day be made visible in another dimension of living. 

Chapter 9

Love comes first

36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.

37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.

An Eye for an Eye
38 "You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'

39 But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.

40 And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.

41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.

42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

Love for Enemies
43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?

47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

  Matt 5:36-48 (NIV)

34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.

35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

  John 13:34-35 (NIV)

12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.

13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.

14 You are my friends if you do what I command.

15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

  John 15:12-15 (NIV)

When I first read this, many years ago, I thought: this is impossible! You cannot live like that. If somebody makes a promise you must make him swear that he will keep his promise. If somebody hits you then you must hit him back otherwise he will turn you into mincemeat. How can you love your enemy? Is any of this practical? Yes, it is. And you will be surprised to know that it is nowadays even presented as fact in certain non-religious courses such as those where effective communication – and interaction management skills are being taught!

How is it possible? Very simple: The answer to every question, problem or situation is love! Unconditional love has no limitations. Believe it to not, but there are many people who are lonely simply because they are afraid to love. In many cases this distrust is not always caused by the behaviour of the other person. It is often our own self-doubts and distrust that we project onto the person with whom we could have had a relationship. Yet, relationships are important to God (see Gen 2:18). 

If we follow Jesus – the voice of love within ourselves – each moment becomes precious; it is the only moment that exists. Putting our trust in love is the same as putting our trust in Him. We live timeless, putting away any feelings of guilt or fear. Love always seeks the interest of the other person or persons. When we let that inner voice of love lead us, every piece of communication and every meeting with our fellow man becomes either a learning or a teaching experience. We, the friends of Jesus, are all teachers and pupils to each other: We do not judge other people and we do not feel any need to explain the actions and motivations of other people; we do not find fault with others or place them in boxes, or  separate them and alienate them from the rest of us because they think or believe different than we do. By loving our neighbours (whoever they may be) we are putting God’s will into operation. Jesus says that every law depends on this principle (e.g. Matt 22:36-40).

I think there are basically three points to remember in every encounter with our fellow man, namely:

- Acknowledge the presence of Jesus’ Spirit in your life and that He may guide you to be of help to him or her, whatever the problem may be.

- Always be prepared to change your attitude and thoughts. You can choose and direct yourself to be happy and peaceful inside, no matter what is happening on the outside. You do not have to put any value on thoughts that previously caused you to come in conflict.

- Do not stop forgiving. The cause of problems in many friendships and marriages is a non-forgiving attitude that causes us to be cut off from God’s Spirit, which is the spirit of love. (See also Chapter 12: Letting go of guilt and blame)

There you have it. The essence of our being is love. Think love, speak love, and do love. That is what Jesus teaches. And He shows us quite literally that love conquers all. Note that He specifically mentions “no one has greater love than he who is prepared to give his own life for that of his friend” (vs. 13). That is maybe also a specific reference to His own life, which He sacrificed for us. This sacrifice has proven to be an inspiration to so many people all over the world. Is it  not fantastic that He calls us His friends? (Vs. 15). Why does He say that? I think it is because His life on earth has indeed revealed to us who God is, and therefore, having come to know God (as Jesus) and grown to love Him, we may call Him our Friend. The most important thing of friends is that they do things together. Jesus is asking that we join Him on this love crusade (vs. 34). Let there be love!

Chapter 10

Anger and Hate

12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.

13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs.

14 Then he said to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." And his disciples heard him say it.

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the benches of those selling doves,

16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts.

17 And as he taught them, he said, "Is it not written: "'My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations'?  But you have made it 'a den of robbers.'"

18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.

19 When evening came, they went out of the city.

20 In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots.

21 Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!"

22 "Have faith in God," Jesus answered.

23 "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.

24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins."   Mark 11:12-25 (NIV)

43 "No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.

44 Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers.

45 The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.

  Luke 6:43-45 (NIV)

Jesus is angry because the fig tree does not bear any fruit. At first glance it looks like His anger is unreasonable, because it was not the season for the tree to bear any figs (vs. 13). Remember that Jesus loved speaking in parables and to hide messages wherever possible. Here again is an example of a hidden message. Bearing in mind the quotation from Luke 6:43-45, the message reads: A tree (= a man) that does not bear fruit (= brings out good things, e.g. Matt 5:3-16) does not have the right to live (= eternal life). In other words: He is issuing a stern warning to people who decide to live only for themselves.

One would be inclined to think that what happens next in the temple (vs. 15) contradicts Jesus’ own teachings, as proclaimed, for example, in Matt 5:43, 44. However, loving your enemy does not mean that you have to accept the evil things that he does. On the contrary. By acting and speaking out against sin Jesus is teaching us an important principle. The overturning of the tables is attracting the immediate attention of the people. By doing this He focuses their attention on the problem, namely they have turned religion into a thriving business to enrich or better themselves.

Anger is sometimes just the right type of emotion that lets people quickly grasp the consequences of their wrongdoings. For instance, if I notice that someone is angry with me and I have come to realize what it was that I did that hurt him or her I would hasten to apologize. Otherwise a situation develops where I cannot live in peace with this person. If this argument is true for one person then it is also true for groups of persons. 

It is important to note what Jesus does when He speaks out against the wrongdoings of the people in his time. He directs his anger always exactly at that what is knowingly – or unknowingly – done wrong. Just like Jesus, we, His disciples, should all be witnesses for the truth. As far as I am concerned, speaking out against sin (in anger) forms an integral part of my being a Christian. We do not have to keep quiet when we see people being exploited or when their rights are ignored. We ought not to look the other way when we see that the truth is disguised or distorted to cover up a major sin, especially not just for the sake of keeping the peace. However, our anger must always be for good reason; we must be sure that it is not for personal gain and it should never end in any violent attacks on a person. Prepare yourself that it could have serious consequences (vs. 18). Bear in mind that it must always be directed at that what is being done wrong – never at the soul of the individual or individuals who commit(s) the offence.

Jesus reveals God’s real character during His crucifixion, when He asks His Father to forgive those who crucify Him (Luke 23:34). Jesus hates sin but He still loves the sinner. This attitude must also be visible in His disciples. Our actions, whether in anger or otherwise, must always be very carefully weighed against this criterion.

Chapter 11

Male and Female

3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?"

4 "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,'

5 and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'?

6 So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

7 "Why then," they asked, "did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?"

8 Jesus replied, "Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.

9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery."

10 The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry."

11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given.

  Matt 19:3-11 (NIV)

In the days that Jesus spoke these words divorce was a major social injustice, resulting in many a woman ending up in the gutter, becoming either a beggar or a prostitute. For the husband it was easy. He could give her a letter of divorce and put her on the street. But there were no laws protecting the woman. And there was little hope for such a woman of ever finding a job. Her family would not always want her back, as she was considered just an additional burden. Women were not allowed in educational institutions so there was no way that she could have learned a trade or anything like that. A woman, like a slave, was merely one of a man’s possessions. Suffer the poor woman that could not bear her husband a child….

What Jesus says here was quite revolutionary for that particular time. Proving Moses wrong was considered almost equal to blasphemy and one can imagine that Jesus’ exposure of this injustice was met with little enthusiasm from the predominantly male-orientated society in which He found Himself. Small wonder that Jesus had many female friends. He was the only man who would defend the woman caught in adultery against her male-accusers (John 8:3-11). During this incident Jesus wrote something on the ground. He then said: “He that is without sin, let him throw the first stone.” It is often thought that Jesus wrote down the sins or some of the sins of the accusers. For fear of exposure they did not start throwing the stones, as they had most certainly intended to do. Each of them then turned away, tails between the legs so to speak.

Jesus makes no mistake when He exposes the root cause of the problem on hand: “It was not this way from the beginning” (vs. 8), the “beginning” meaning Paradise off course. Very wisely He chooses to quote Gen 2:24 (vs. 5) to illustrate the argument. One flesh made up of two (equal) parts. That was indeed how it was in the Garden of Eden. It was only after man had sinned that we see the balance of equality being disturbed by a curse of God, positioning the man to “rule” over the woman. (See Gen 3:16). When referring to this passage, many of the subsequent writers of the Bible have thought that this meant that the husband must be the boss of his family and that a man must always be the head of a church. For some strange reason people thought that this particular curse could not be broken. A typical example of this can be found in 1 Tim 2:14 where the apostle Paul argues that a woman may not teach in the church because it was Eve who was deceived, not Adam. 

But Jesus clearly wants marriage restored to how it was in the beginning, that is: before the fall of man! (vs. 8). He knew exactly what had happened as a result of sin. (Gen 3:16-19). But He also knew that He Himself would become sin for us so that we could be free of all curses that had resulted from sin (e.g. Gal 3:13, Deut 21:23). This we may claim, every time. That is His promise to us – that is why we believe in Him. We are free from the curse of sin! We do not have to accept anything that happened as a result of sin; not even death. (John 10:28). 

So, in effect, Jesus was indeed the first man who stood up for the rights of women. No wonder that the women of those days liked to listen to Him. And that He was at home with women. They remained loyal to Him, even after His death, and this is most probably the reason why they got to see Him first after His resurrection. But mankind still took more than nineteen centuries to lay claim to the equality of male and female. It was only fairly recently that most churches have adopted the principle of equality for the sexes. Why did it take us so long? It’s a long story. In fact, it is another two chapters. Looking back now, one could argue that most of the confusion was caused by the otherwise very honest - and very truthful apostle Paul.  I think we must forgive him this oversight. One must not forget that there is a big cultural difference between the people then and modern man. Also, traditions are not easily broken and Paul was strongly influenced by the Jewish traditions.

Anyway, let us forget about the old arguments. There is light in the tunnel at last. I cannot help but get excited whenever I notice one of Jesus’ teachings finally becoming the accepted norm. 

Chapter 12

Letting go of guilt and blame

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"

22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

23 "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.

24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.

25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.'

27 The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.

28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.

29 "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'

30 "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.

31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.

32 "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.

33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'

34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35 "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."   Matt 18:21-35 (NIV)

One would be surprised to see how much time we spend each day on being angry with others for our own selfish reasons. Or how we sit and brood on our own feelings of blame and guilt. Guessing the feelings that we think others should be having right now because of the blame that we put on them, also can take up quite some time. Nurturing such feelings lowers our psychic energy to such an extent that many psychiatrists have reported a link between the deteriorating physical health of a patient and his or her continued unwillingness to forgive another person. Even not forgiving yourself for an event that may have occurred in the past produces a similar result. It makes sense if you think about it. Physically holding some object against another body takes energy. An unforgiving attitude has a similar effect. It drains our soul of the life-giving Spirit of God and feeds it to the enemies: Fear, Despair, Hatred.  

Many stomach disorders and nagging headaches can be directly related to a heart filled with anger and fear. We are probably doing ourselves more harm than the person or persons with whom we were having the dispute.

The key that Jesus gives us in this story, is: keep on forgiving (vs. 22), even if the people who wronged us have not shown any remorse. Jesus is very clear on that. Effectively He says that His Father will not forgive those who are not willing to forgive others from their heart (vs. 35). In other words: by not forgiving others we are loosing out on God’s blessing upon us. The way that Jesus proposes is the way of love: let go of fear, guilt and blame. Do not place any value on getting even. Do not start any arguments, except, of course, where our anger is controlled and forms part of a strategy not for selfish gain (see Chapter 10: Anger and Hate). It sounds easy but many people find it difficult to accept that we really can let go of these feelings of anger and agitation, especially because we always seem to get caught up in them in an unsuspecting moment. But even our sincere intention to try it will be good start. We must always be moving in the direction of love and peace. Don’t let it discourage you if you notice that you don’t achieve this goal every moment of the day. Nobody is perfect. But the moment we realize that we acted wrongly we must confess this and try to rectify the situation. There is always a way back to love and forgiveness (vs. 22). We should simply remind ourselves that our Father has already forgiven us a much larger debt (vs. 27).

Once you realize that you may have overreacted, you need to take some corrective action. Sometimes more understanding of our concern is gained by simply saying: “I am sorry.” I know some people who will never say these three important words. They are too proud to admit that they ever make a mistake. That, in my opinion, is one sure way of breaking up a relationship or loosing one’s friends. Making mistakes or getting agitated in a certain situation is human. To apologize for such behaviour is not demeaning. I think that it rather raises your standing in the eyes of the other person. This is because he or she notices that you found him or her important enough to make an apology in order to keep him or her as your friend. You will find that after such an event, the friendship usually grows stronger.

It is always good to remember that people exhibiting feelings of enmity, anger and jealousy towards us usually do so out of fear. They might be worried that somehow they will be – or have been – disadvantaged by our actions. Realizing that his or her (angry) reaction is really a call for help, we can react properly. In helping him or her to remove that fear, we can stop the blame – and guilt game before it even starts. 

For ourselves: if we choose for love then guilt and blame is not going to solve the problem because you still have to forgive him or her anyway (vs. 33). Ask yourself this question: If today were the last day of your life, would you have reacted differently than you did? I suspect that if everybody lived as if today were the last day of their life, a lot less time would be spend on silly strife and a whole lot more on love…       

Chapter 13

Faith

31 "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.

32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."

33 But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death."

34 Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me."

  Luke 22:31-34 (NIV)

Jesus correctly predicted that Peter’s faith would falter; He even knew that Peter would deny that he had followed Him, and that he would do so three times (vs. 34). That is very specific. I mean, Jesus knew the Scriptures well, so He must have been aware that his best friends would deny and betray Him (e.g. Ps 41:9). But to predict correctly that Peter would do this three times – and also bring a rooster in, which would serve as a reminder – can never be regarded as a lucky guess. In fact, I think it again stresses the point that Jesus knows each of us personally, present, past and future. This whole situation has much in common with the encounter Jesus had with the Samaritan woman when he correctly described her past. (See Chapter 8). It almost looks as though He had wanted to make sure that these incidents would not be forgotten – and indeed we do have an accurate record of everything that did happen. The fact that Peter denied Him on precisely three separate occasions is related to us in all four Gospels.

Do not think that we are any better than Peter was. In each of our lives a time will come when Satan will come to question our faith and sow doubts (vs. 31). The unexpected death of a relative or friend can easily topple a man’s faith. A tragic traffic accident causing the loss of someone close to you can put us completely off balance. At such a time it appears very much as if fate is governing our lives. That makes it difficult to confess that there is a God who loves us. That was how it looked to Peter when Jesus was imprisoned, charged, condemned and handed over to be crucified. He (Peter) thought that everything was lost. There was no hope left. Jesus was going to die just like He had said He would. And that would be the end. He had seen the miracles Jesus had done. He had lived for three years with Him. He had learned that Jesus is God (Matt 16:16-17). And yet, at that particular moment he had lost all faith in Him.

What is faith? Is it a leap in the dark? A mystical experience? Is it an encounter of the third or fourth kind with ‘someone’? I do not think so. In the light of the evidence that we have that Jesus was indeed who He claimed He was, I would say it is rather: to place your trust in Jesus, no matter what happens. It is being sure of what we hope and (being) certain of what we do not see. God gave man only one key with which to open the gates of heaven. And that is Faith! Concerning faith, I also refer to chapter 15, Faith versus Fate.

As strange as it may seem, the opposite of believing is not unbelieving. In fact, the opposite of faith is fear. If you happen to drive into a big city that you are not familiar with and you don’t have a map, you might start getting worried that you are going to get lost. Do not be surprised if you do get lost. Fear is faith in the negative. Once you place trust in the idea that things will not work out – it actually happens! But if you decide to let go of fear, something strange happens: it seems that it is automatically replaced with faith.

Jesus acknowledges the existence of the prince of darkness: Satan. (vs. 31). Apparently this creature does have some right to accuse us and put fear in us. He will not stop asking questions and reminding us of our past. The worst thing that can happen to us is when he can sow doubt so that we loose faith (vs. 32a). Because things may then seem pretty desperate and hopeless. But even if we do stumble and fall because it had become too dark around us: Jesus is praying for us that we will stand up again and carry on loving. (Vs. 32b)

I know there are people who think that ‘Satan’ or the devil is not real or does not exist. I would recommend that they do a careful study of the occult origins of the Third Reich. They will find that the eugenic laws and racist ideas that Hitler had put in place to obtain racial purity can be linked directly to occult practitioners and spiritualists who had contact with the Nordic god Wotan. The leaders and prophets of these groups proclaimed that the people of Aryan race were loosing their psychic abilities and other superior physical qualities because they had mixed with the “inferior” races. Up until almost the end of the 2nd world war very few people – especially in Germany itself – realized that the whole issue of racial purity was just a cover up for the real motive (of Satan), namely the murdering of the people of God. Jesus calls Satan the murderer from the beginning. (John 8:44).

During His ministry Jesus explained several times that He had come to crush Satan’s power. But like He experienced during His own life: the fight against the darkness here on earth is still on (Luke 22:53). An Essene monk once wrote: “Until now the spirits of truth and falsehood struggle in the hearts of men and they walk in both wisdom and folly; for God has established these two spirits in equal measure, until the Renewal, when there shall be no more lies and all the works of falsehood shall be put to shame.”  (From: Dead Sea scrolls).

“In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one,” writes Paul to the Ephesians. When we take up this shield we are letting go of fear; it protects us, nothing can harm us. When we let go of fear we are spiritually healing and this does have an effect in the physical world, as many people can testify. If you want to have a look what faith can do, you should read the 11th chapter of Paul’s letter to the Hebrews. It is like a small hall of ‘faith’ of the biblical figures.

When Jesus and the disciples were caught up in a storm on a ship, Jesus simply asked: “Where is your faith?” (Luke 8:25, Mark 4:40). It looks as if He had wanted to say: “Do not be intimidated by the circumstances around you. Do not fear. Even if the worst thing were to happen to you: I am still here with you, I am with you in the same boat.”

Chapter 14

Hope

21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.

22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning

23 but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.

24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see."

25 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!

26 Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?"

27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther.

29 But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.

31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.

32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"   Luke 24:21-32 (NIV)

“Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” (vs. 26). I thought about this for a long time. I mean: why the necessity of the suffering for Jesus? There is probably nobody who can claim to understand fully all the reasons for what He endured and the sacrifice He made. I believe it was required to reunite the spirit of man with the Spirit of God. It had to be: God wanted it this way (Matt 26:42, John 10:17) and it seems to me that man also needed it. For instance, those people who, during their life, suffered a great deal – maybe as a result of discrimination or some disability – may find great comfort in the knowledge that God knows their suffering, that He Himself became the subject of total rejection. Likewise, people who are sick or in great pain may realize that Jesus knows their pain; He became in every aspect just like us. Many people have testified that they experienced the presence of God in their lives especially in times of great suffering. We must not forget that the second part of verse 26, His triumph, is all that really matters now. We should have known anyway. Love – even through suffering – conquers all. It was foolish of us to believe that it would all end in death (vs. 25).

Do you know what to me is the most convincing ‘proof’ of Jesus’ resurrection? It is the changed life of Jesus’ friends after His appearances to them. Take for instance Peter. He was the one who had denied three times that he even knew Him, for fear of his life. But look how boldly he preaches the Gospel at Pentecost (see Acts Chapter 2). When commanded by the rulers not to speak of Jesus, he shows a complete turnabout from that previous behaviour when he says: “We must obey God rather than men! The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead – whom you had killed by hanging Him on a tree.” (Acts 5:29-30). The fear is gone! Threats to his life and possible imprisonment can no longer stop him to bear witness of the Truth. This is what happens when the living Christ becomes a reality in your live. Nothing will ever be the same. Everything changes. Nobody can hurt you. Nothing can stop you. There is hope! It burns in your heart (vs. 32) and it gives you a totally different perspective on life as a whole. Never give up hope. Hope is not foolish. Hope is the dream of the waking man. The hope that Jesus brings changes everything.

Chapter 15

Faith versus fate

The Parable of the Persistent Widow
1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.

2 He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.

3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'

4 "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men,

5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'"

6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.

7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?

8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"

  Luke 18:1-8 (NIV)

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.

30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

  Matt 10:29-31 (NIV)

  42 "Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done."  Luke 22:42 (NIV)

10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

  Matt 6:10 (NIV)

Some people say that when something bad happens to us it must still be God’s will, because ultimately some ‘greater’ cause in God’s plan is served. I must say that I find it disturbing that when a child of seven is being run over by a car, somebody can say: “it was God’s will.” We must always remember that death, old age, sickness and disease came as a result of sin and that God did not really want this to happen. But very clearly, the message that Jesus brings is that God wants us to be His partner in fighting the darkness that came as a result of sin. Once you accept that God exists, the next question automatically is: what part should I play in His plan? Does God want accidents, diseases and disasters to happen in our lives? No! (e.g. Jer. 29:11-13) Rather, He needs our hands to join Him in preventing them. Therefore it is probably better not to express such thoughts about God’s will at such a sad occasion when somebody dies very young!

Some insurers in our insurance industry have now also come up with the idea of not paying out insurance claims if the disaster can be termed an ‘Act of God.’ For example, if there is a nationwide flood or earthquake or whatever, and it can be classed as an ‘Act of God’ then there will be no settlements of claims. What worries me about all of this is that God is now apparently being blamed for all the disasters and accidents that can happen in the world. No. That cannot be true. Jesus revealed to us God’s true character and Jesus would never want to harm a child. He blessed the children. He wept when he looked in the future and saw Jerusalem destroyed by war. He healed those struck with diseases. God is Light and in Him there is no darkness. Our God does not have two faces! God is Love and nothing else. That is important to remember in everything what we say or think of God. That is also the message of every parable that Jesus tells us. And to this fact the apostles have also testified, e.g. 1 John 4:8 – “Whoever does not love does not know God because God is love”.

Jesus advises us never to give up resisting whatever it is that you cannot accept (vs. 1). You do not have to accept the inevitable. Even death itself is regarded by Jesus as “sleep”. (e.g. John 11:11) and we should take the same view. You do not have to accept injustice (vs. 3). You do not have to accept sickness or disease as being the so-called ‘will of God’. We can even prepare ourselves against natural disasters. The first step in our fight against injustice, poverty, sickness, disease, loneliness, etc. is: prayer  (vs. 1). It will give you the right perspective on the problem. You have to keep on knocking at His door (vs. 3). Eventually your persistence must pay off and you will get faith (vs. 8). Once you have faith – that specific answer that convinces you that God has heard your prayer and that He is aware of the problem – you can trust Him to give you the tools to solve the problem. That does not mean that you can sit back! No way. You must use the tool or tools that God will make available to you. If you have a headache and you know that a tablet will cure you then you don’t have to pray for that. God has already given you the tool! You are not testing your faith by not taking that tablet, you are testing God. Jesus warns us against that. (Matt 12:38-39). Always remember that the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. (Gal 5:6b)

There are some things that God cannot do. For one thing, He cannot go against that what He is or what He stands for: Love. We have to realize that His decision to choose the road to the cross was not an easy one. (vs. 42). With the power that was in Him, He could have come down from that cross. Instead He gave up His own life for our sake. Jesus’ decision on this issue was also made after prayer. So, apparently there are situations when we will have to accept what has happened or what is going to happen because there is some ultimate purpose for the good of mankind. (vs. 42). This also happened to the apostle Paul. If you read his letters carefully you can almost feel that He prayed and asked God for him to be released from prison. But in this case God could not do anything about it because of a higher purpose that had to be served. Most of Paul’s letters were written in prison. Looking back, we now can say: what would the New Testament be without Paul’s letters?

There is another old story that is being told of a Chinese farmer. He had only one horse and one day this horse ran away. That was bad luck. A month later his horse came back together with a hundred wild horses that he had brought with him. That was a blessing. Not much later his son fell off one of the wild horses’ back and got paralysed from the waste down. That was bad luck again. For any father that is most probably the worst thing that you can wish for your son. Only a year or so later it was war and only all the healthy young males from the village were conscripted into the army. None of them ever returned. Looking back now, the Chinese farmer noticed of course that he should be glad with the bad luck that he had encountered because it had saved his son’s life. 

In a way I think this story illustrates why we must include a very important statement in every prayer (vs. 42 and vs. 10)  ‘If what I want does not fit in with Your plan for me or those after me, I will accept that too…’ God does have a plan and our journey here on earth really is to find our part in God’s plan. God’s plan is to fight evil. Simply put, every prayer to our Father in Heaven then basically has three possible answers: Yes. No. Wait. (vs. 4)

Which brings me back to the beginning. Does evil, too, come from God? It appears life itself and the end of it – whether natural or by accident or by disease – is in God’s hand (vs. 29). But look again carefully at the parable that Jesus is telling us here. He is bringing another message in the story by reversing the true situation. If you look anywhere in the gospels you will find that Jesus continuously talks about His Father who loves His children and who will do anything for them provided it is for their own good. Whenever He can He compares the relationship of God and man between that of a parent and his child. Yet, here, in this story, He talks about a judge who is in fact not a good person (vs. 4), but who happens to be the person (father) in control of our life. What is He telling us?

Looking back at relationship with your own father one may well remember situations where you thought your father did not treat you fairly, even though you must admit now that it was most probably in your own interest that your father did not give you what you wanted. Jesus is acknowledging that you too may feel this way towards God, even to the point that these feelings may be legitimate. You may feel bitter about a certain situation; perhaps you may have once asked Him to help you and He didn’t. Maybe you cannot accept the death of someone close to you and you have decided to rebel against Him, or worse, ignore Him. Jesus says: “Listen to what the unjust judge says” (vs. 6). He knows your pain because He went through the same thing. Jesus is making it clear that we must carry on placing the same request to our Father and to keep Him bothering with it. If the unjust judge would eventually give in and grant the widow justice (vs. 5) then how much more will our heavenly Father listen to us and grant us our wish, precisely because He is exactly the opposite of what the unjust judge was (vs. 7).

In a way one might argue that evil does originate from God because Lucifer was also a creation of God. But God (Jesus) came down to earth to expose him as the source of all evil and misunderstanding and to bring his power in our lives to an end. We may now count on God’s help to fight evil, wherever and whenever we experience it. This is most clearly illustrated by what Jesus states in Luke 10:18-19: “I saw Satan fall like lightning from the sky. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions, and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.”  This is an important promise to every person who has faith in Jesus.

Jesus chooses a widow as the person experiencing the injustice (vs. 3). There is a message in that too. A widow usually experienced a lot of hardship, especially in those days. Mostly alone, of course. Jesus is implying: ‘even if no one else will help you, you may still know that I am always on your side.’ You don’t have to accept anything as being the will of God if you don’t think it is good. Your faith can make a difference. That is the message of this parable. Our own Big Brother is always on our side, whenever we face difficulties. The question is: Will you put your trust in Him? (vs. 8)

Chapter 16

War and Peace

52 "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.

  Matt 26:52 (NIV)

34 "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.

35 For I have come to turn "'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law--

36 a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.'

  Matt 10:34-36 (NIV)

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

  Matt 5:9-11 (NIV)

21 "You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.'

22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.

  Matt 5:21-22 (NIV)

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

  Matt 5:44-45 (NIV)

Many a war or armed response has been justified by quoting the Bible from Matthew 10:34 and at a first glance it does look like Jesus contradicts himself here when we compare it to the first verse (vs. 52).

I have found contradictions in the writings of many people, and that includes such great people as Luther, Calvin, Moses, the apostle Paul, and other writers. I have always accepted that as normal. We are all fallible human beings – we can make mistakes and the Scriptures clearly teach that none of us mortals are without sin or ignorance. (e.g. Romans 3:23, Hosea 4:6 etc.). I also believe that one must always understand the laws and teachings of the Bible in the time where it was written, except of course those of Jesus Himself. John testifies that Jesus is the Word (John 1:1) and he also says ” For the law was given through Moses but  grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” (John 1:17)
For quite some time now I have taken the view that any law or teaching that cannot be brought back to Jesus and His commandment: “Love comes first”  must be looked at with suspicion. Jesus Himself also indicates this in Matt 15:9: “Uselessly they worship Me with their teachings of human commands…”. If you look at it carefully, and if you do not have the Spirit of Jesus in you then you can use the Bible to justify any injustice! In the 1830’s slavery was justified by Mr. Morse (yes, it was indeed the man who invented the Morse Code) by quoting from the Bible! I am sure that everybody now agrees that slavery is darkness. Similarly, during the apartheid era certain rightwing groups used text and verse from the Bible to justify apartheid. It is therefore important to remember that we test every teaching that we hear on the word of Jesus. Usually the Holy Spirit will lead you in the right direction.  

But there is no contradiction in anything that Jesus says here. Jesus simply predicts that our obedience to Him will cause some people to hate us and this may well disrupt our otherwise peaceful existence (vs. 11). Very clearly he chooses to quote from Micah 7:6 (vs. 35-36), indicating that this is something that has already been known for a long time. “A  sword” (vs. 34) simply means war in the spiritual sense (see also Chapter 10). Note the following passage of Scripture:

18 "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.

19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.

20 Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.

21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me.

22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin.  John 15:18-22 (NIV)

So, although Jesus brings a message of peace – indeed some of the prophets have most appropriately entitled Him the ‘Prince of Peace’ – the reaction of some people to this peace message could sometimes appear to be quite hostile. Jesus then teaches that we must confront this hostility by showing love for our enemies. I know, this may sound quite naïve but this is a fundamental Christian truth that cannot be ignored. The fight is over. Jesus has crushed death and He has stated quite categorically that he has entered the eternity to prepare a place for us (John 14:2). Therefore death holds no fear for him or her that has faith in Him (1 Cor. 15:54; Isaiah 25:8). And that totally changes our perspective: Why would you take up the sword? (vs. 52). It strikes me now that Jesus made this statement just before he died on the cross. I think that too underlines its importance.

Years ago when I was being confronted with conscription into the army I simply asked His Spirit to guide me in my decision. Shortly after that I woke up with a dream still vivid in my mind: I had seen a battle and in this battle I saw Jesus with an automatic rifle shooting at the soldiers. I was very disturbed by this dream. Almost at the same time I realised: This is not the Jesus that I have come to know! This is exactly the opposite of what He is and what He claims to be. It is interesting to note that even without much knowledge of the Scriptures, I stumbled onto an important truth here and I think it was because I really relied completely on His Spirit to guide me.

If we really want to be like Him, we must disarm ourselves; even if it means having to face death (vs. 52). Not only must we never kill, we may not even hate another person! (vs. 21-22). He is the Samaritan who cares for his enemy. He is the good Shepherd who is really interested in that one person who has gone astray. He, the God of all creation, is prepared to kneel down in front of us and do the job that nobody wanted to do: wash our feet. On the cross, He forgave the criminal whom we had condemned to death. He is the one who prayed for those that killed Him: “Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.” This is my God!   I want to be like Him. More and more. If this is the truth then I must accept that there will be times when I get hurt and that I will stand alone. But it will be worth it.

Jesus commands us to make peace. (vs. 9) ‘Making’ peace specifies some sort of action! I suppose then we have to identify and oppose the greed and/or ambition that is the root cause for that war. Or eliminate and resist whatever else it is that is causing the strife. It is said that if you can get the fighting parties to agree to listen to one another, the battle against war is halfway won. The point is: we cannot sit back and relax while people are killing each other. The fight for peace is a never-ending spiritual war.

Chapter 17

Judgement Day

The Sheep and the Goats
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.

32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.

33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.

35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,

36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'

37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?

38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?

39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'

40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,

43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'

44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'

45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'

46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."   Matt 25:31-46 (NIV)

In this speech Jesus goes further than all the prophets before Him by telling us exactly on what basis we all will be judged one day. Summarized in one sentence, it is simply whether we did or did not have compassion for our fellow man in need. It is not only material needs such as food and clothes that could be referred to here. Maybe someone is looking for spiritual assistance. (Matthew 28:18-20). Then we could talk with him or her about the Living Water (John 4:10) or the Bread of Life (John 6:35). Whatever a person’s problem may be our wish is always that someone meets Jesus in us. We can accomplish this by determining the exact need and than to provide in that need if one has the means and the ability to do so. If we cannot help, we should consider praying for that particular need. (See also Chapter 5)

By loving our neighbour we are doing the work of God. (Matt. 22:39). We must never forget this. It must be possible to measure our faith in Him by the (positive) effect it has on the people around us, such as family, friends, our church and even our city and country. Some people and churches are inclined to shift the emphasis on other issues: How you dress or how you wear your hair, to which church you go, what you may or may not eat, whether a woman may lead a church, whether you are white or black, whether you may work on a Sunday or even whether you should go to church on a Sunday or a Saturday. There is more that I could mention, such as those issues related to the certain rites and sacraments in the various Christian denominations. However, to Jesus, all these things do not seem to be very important on the day the world ends. (vs 35-36).

The big difference between Christianity and any other religion is that Jesus has already won; the price has already been paid. We don’t have to try and ‘earn’ something. Rather the sacrifice that He brought for us, namely Himself, and the examples that He set, inspire us, His disciples, to do the work of God. It seems to me that all our love for people originates from our love for Him.

It is interesting to note that Jesus does not mention that faith as such (in Himself) is a prerequisite to righteousness. It must be true then: Faith without works is dead (James 2:14).  You should be able to show or prove your faith from your works (James 2:17,18). Somebody asked me once what I thought of a medical doctor who (says he) does not believe in God but goes to a developing country and spends a few years there to help the people for free. My answer to this was: “I admire the medical doctor,  but I would doubt very much whether this person really does not believe in God. To show that kind of commitment to the plight of the poor proves to me that he does have faith. Maybe he says that he does not believe in God because he is still searching. (Most people, who have not yet found God, are usually searching for the truth, because when you meet with them they always seem to bring the subject up). Jesus says: ‘Seek and you will find.’ So, I am convinced that he will find God, even if that meeting with Him will still be in the future.”   

Chapter 18

Joy!

19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, "Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 'In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see me'?

20 I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy.

21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world.

22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.

23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.

24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.

25 "Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father.

26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf.

27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.

28 I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father."

29 Then Jesus' disciples said, "Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech.

30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God."

31 "You believe at last!" Jesus answered.

32 "But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.

33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."   John 16:19-33 (NIV)

“Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete!” (Vs. 24). What a wonderful promise that He gives us here, shortly before He died. You don’t have to expect a bed of roses (vs. 33), but take heart: Everything that could make you unhappy, should be insignificant compared to His victory (vs. 33). That should always make you happy.

It is widely accepted by psychologists that happiness stems more from internal factors than from external circumstances. You can choose to be happy or you can choose to be unhappy. It is a choice. Whatever your choice is, you can be sure that what you decide will affect other people. Happiness (or unhappiness) is contagious. Contrary to popular belief, money does not make you happy. Some of the world’s richest men told interviewers they feel less happy than average people. The principle that money (or possessions) should not be relied upon for your happiness is also clearly illustrated by the story that Jesus tells us in Luke 12:13-21. (A rich farmer built bigger stores for his increased production but in the night he died. Jesus explains that possessions must not possess us, it may not stand in the way between us and God and us doing the work of God).

I am not saying that people living in a squatter camp should be happy with their situation. I believe that it is dark when there is not enough food or a proper roof above your head. I will oppose that kind of darkness. But if you do have enough food and a roof above your head and maybe also a spouse or a family, then you already have enough to be thankful. I know there are situations where it is impossible and /or inappropriate to show (visible) happiness. (Jesus’ advice to those people who have lost someone dear to them is locked in what He says in John 19:26-27. The key is: keep on loving). But even in the deepest grief I think it is possible to have joy in your heart. It is because you know that the pains you are experiencing eventually will bring a new birth (vs. 21).  

“…the Kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,” writes Paul (Romans 14:17). Let us start everyday by consciously making a decision for happiness. Jesus has overcome the world and all its troubles! (vs. 33). Don’t worry, be happy.

Chapter 19

Church unity

15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one.

16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.

17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.

19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,

21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:

23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

24 "Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

25 "Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.

26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."   John 17:15-26 (NIV)

During the years of apartheid, some of our Christian churches held such widely differing viewpoints that this may have damaged the message that Jesus entrusted us (vs. 18). In fact, at one stage it almost looked as if the churches would be the Pilate of our time, washing their hands in innocence. Many churches could be found referring to the Holy Scriptures as excuse or justification for their behaviour, whilst the human suffering was largely being ignored. I don’t think many of us realise exactly how close we all came to a long, drawn out, full-scale war. During the (spiritual) war in the ten years prior to the ending of apartheid, I learned a few very important lessons: You cannot use the Bible or the Word of God to justify own self-interest or even national- or group interest. You also cannot obey the government of the day if their actions go against the Word of God: Love your neighbour as yourself. Thank God that eventually the various Christian churches of South Africa reached out to each other. It seemed as if they all suddenly realised what Jesus had meant when He prayed that we all should be one (vs. 21). To me, the coming together of the churches in our country was the turning point in our history. It was this simple act of reconciliation that put us all back on the road to peace. I mean, we may have slight differences in the way we express or want to express our faith in the various denominations; I think this variety is sometimes even pleasing and entertaining. But this should never affect the essence of the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ that must be on display to the outside world (vs. 21). For our Christian churches publicly having completely opposing views and them not showing unity to the world, is, in my opinion, as bad a sin as any other injustice or addiction (e.g. Matt 5: 46, 47). 

One would hope that the near catastrophe that we had here with the question of apartheid would serve as an important lesson for the churches for similar situations in the future. The churches do need to look urgently at pressing issues such as gun-ownership, abortion, pornography and gambling. For the sake of our credibility (vs. 21) we simply cannot afford having one part of the Body of Christ working for the death penalty and the other exactly against it. We also have one body of churches working for equal rights for women, whilst another part is working exactly against it, as is presently (still) the case. Without fear we also must speak out against injustices noted in other religions – e.g. gender discrimination, female circumcision, unjust inheritance laws, forced marriages, etc. Our churches must take a unified stand on all the issues mentioned here.

But true, controversial issues can cause tremendous disagreements between Christians. We find a (Biblical) case in question in Acts 15:1-2, the problem being circumcision. Should Christians be circumcised? It was a heated debate (Acts 15:7). But after all the arguing the matter did come to a successful conclusion, the Jerusalem decree (Acts 15:28, 29). It is important to note that apparently during these discussions the Holy Spirit had ministered to the people. After this, they could present a compromise solution to the outside world. Which proves my point. The best way to handle a problem is to bring it to the church members and let everybody have his or her say about it. The Holy Spirit will then lead us to the correct compromise solution (vs. 26). We can solve problems successfully if there is love and a willingness to try to understand the other person’s feelings. 

It is the evil one who would like the misunderstanding and confusion to continue (vs. 15). For too long the churches in SA have been trying to dodge conflict situations and controversial issues, shedding its responsibilities by claiming the problem to lie in the ‘political arena’ or some other lame excuse. The church of the future must be different. Every congregation must have its own discussion forum where these issues will be dealt with. The idea is to let everybody have their say about the matter and then trying to find a solution together that would make everybody happy. Then all the heads of congregations must come together and follow the same procedure again. And then all the churches must come together, each bringing their point of view. Eventually there will be unity (vs. 23). Until such time as there is no compromise solution, I think it would be advisable for the churches to refrain form making any statements on the subject in question.

They say that in Heaven there are streets made of gold (Rev 21:21). Somebody even made a song about that. I often wondered what that would be like. I must admit that the thought of walking on a street of gold does not seem all that interesting to me. So I always thought that this gold on the road must have another symbolic meaning. One day I had to phone someone on a cell phone, and then it suddenly hit me. Many of our own little family and church problems are caused by communication problems. For some reason we could not communicate what we were going to do or why we did this or that and then everything turns nasty because our actions are open for misinterpretations. I now believe that the golden street in Heaven indicates perfect communication as well as full access to all available information. Is this not exactly what Christians need to solve the problems of today’s world: Good communication with each other and full access to all available information to make a decision that will not hurt anyone?

We cannot afford to wait for Heaven. I believe that it is the work of the Church to carry the prophetic message of the Holy Spirit to the outside world (vs. 26). Because this is how the world will believe that Jesus was send by God (vs. 21).      

Chapter 20

Jesus is coming back!
27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.

28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.

29 "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

  Matt 24:27-29 (NIV)

36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark;

39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.

41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.

42 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into.

44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

  Matt 24:36-44 (NIV)

34 I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.  Luke 17:34 (NIV)

There is one universal law that nobody can deny or escape. It is the simple fact that everything comes to an end. One day even the sun will stop shining. If the sun does stop shining then I suppose that would be the end of the world. (Vs. 29). Whether the event of the end of the earth takes place as a result of a (natural) catastrophe of cosmic proportion or whether it is due to a (man-made) nuclear disaster causing, for example, a nuclear winter, is not all that important because the end result will still be the same: life will one day come to an end.

I know that the technological progress made in the last 50 odd years or so has been phenomenal. I for one am optimistic enough to believe that mankind will continue to improve himself even further in time to come. But one must be realistic about ideas of mankind one day being able to colonize the universe. I believe that such exploration will have to wait until the time after we have been unified with Christ. In fact, I believe that the chance of there being intelligent life anywhere else in the universe is virtually zero. Certain ideas proposed by some of there being life anywhere else in the universe is “misleading” in the sense that it does take away our “uniqueness” in Christ. I think it is the evil one that wants us to believe that there is life elsewhere in the universe, because then our life here on earth could quite well be considered a coincidence; and that would take our attention away from Jesus… Anyway, whatever the case may be, we all must accept the fact that one day our life on earth will come to an end or that life on earth will end – whichever comes first…

To me, it has always been reasonable to assume that the day my life ends (or the day the world ends) must coincide with the day that Jesus returns because even if there would be a billion or more years that pass after my (the) end, these years would still be as irrelevant to me as the billions of years that have gone by from the beginning of creation to my birth.  Jesus confirms that we will never see death (John 8:51,52) and He has always maintained that death is nothing more than just a state of sleep (e.g. Matt 9:24, John 11:11). When Jesus speaks of dead people He means the people that chose not to follow God and never did His work (Matt 8:22,34 and 40,41). Death, real death, according to Jesus, means forever in darkness, forever being without God. Jesus being the first man that conquered death itself, it is important that we watch exactly what He has to say about it. Jesus does not know the exact date of the day of the end of the world (vs. 36). That is interesting because it means that anyone who claims that he knows this date knows more than Jesus Himself. The information that Jesus gives us is that this day will be very much like any previous day (vs. 38-41). Some people will be working (vs. 40 and 41) whilst others might be asleep (vs. 34). I suspect that the one text about those being asleep was omitted from the text in the book of Matthew because it might not have sounded logical to one of the copiers. How can there be people at work and at sleep at the same time? It was of course because it will be night on one side of the earth and day on the other side. That was not something that was generally known in Jesus’ days.  

My personal view of why I think we are moving toward the end of the world is the open proliferation of activities connected to Satanism. On a flea market recently in one of the big cities of Europe, I noticed T-shirts being sold with a penta-cross on it and also on some of these the name ‘Jesus’ printed into a forbidden entry traffic sign. I had recently an opportunity to glance at some of the books on witchcraft, found by police during the course of their criminal investigations. I am now beginning to understand why people get attracted to it. It is all about how to cast spells and how to dominate others and more such things. The prime motive of people joining the coves seems to me the immediate material benefits that ‘their god’ brings them. But the ulterior motive of the evil one is once again to physically destroy the people of God, as before, because Satan is the murderer from the beginning (John 8:44).

When Jesus speaks about the End of the Age, He seems very concerned about finding us not ready when He comes (vs. 43). Right after the speech quoted here from Matthew 24 He tells us a few parables concerning this subject (see Matthew Chapter 25). Many of the other passages of Scripture concerning this issue also caution us to be always alert and ready to meet our Father. We should live every day as if it were our last day. 

Jesus does give us a few hints concerning His return. For instance, He quotes from Isaiah 13:10 (vs. 29) and elsewhere He openly refers us to the prophet Daniel (Matt 24:15). I have therefore done a small investigation into all the books of the Bible and gathered all the information that I could find concerning the end of the world and His second Coming, including those pointers that He gave us Himself. I have listed these in numbers from 1 to 64 and they are shown below in the order as they appear in the Bible. I am sure that these are not all the scriptures on this subject but I think they are the important ones. On the basis of all of these scriptures, and compared to each other, it is possible to picture a scenario of the time shortly before the world ends. Bear in mind that the interpretation of prophecies is always slightly subjective and nobody can claim with 100% certainty that his or her interpretation is always exactly correct. Also, please understand that end-time predictions always seem a bit like doom and gloom; unfortunately I cannot change what the scriptures are saying to me. However, I do think that they do hold a wonderful promise, as you will see, and we as Christians should always hold onto that promise. I have tried to look at scriptures from as many different books of the Bible as possible in order to form a more objective picture of what will happen. My conclusions of the Biblical predictions on the end-time are then as follows. (I recommend reading the references I used for reaching these conclusions so that you can determine if you agree with me).

- The (last) anti-christ will be appointed as the leader of the earth, most likely coming from the merging corporate world, doing great signs and miracles, possibly establishing a new or united religion with a (false) prophet and misleading many people in a similar way as Hitler did but this time it will be on a world-wide scale. He or she will be able to control all people with some kind of direct communication system (Rev.13:15) so that the “spirit” of the anti-christ will always be with them. See points 18,39,40,59,60 and 61

- During his/her reign the people of God all over the earth will be harassed and persecuted such as never before. (The word that is often used by the prophets is “distress”). Because they refused to connect with the anti-christ (the “mark”), they will not be able to buy or sell goods and a holocaust on a scale similar or even greater than the one during the 2nd world war seems likely. See points 2,7,10,18,19,22,40,48,59,60 and 61

- There will be a major cosmic upheaval or some other natural calamity such as a big earthquake. Alternatively, some man made nuclear explosion(s) can also cause this disaster. The net result of this disaster is that the sun, moon and stars will not be able to show their light. There is ample evidence to suggest that this upheaval affects all the people living on earth in that time. People will be in terror, wondering what will happen to the world. Possibly because of the darkness, these days will be short and this will be to the benefit of the Christians who are still being oppressed. The people of God who are then still alive will know that the end of their suffering is in sight. See points 3,4,8,11,12,19,22,27,38,46,52,58,62

- Even at this late hour, there is apparently still some time left for people to repent and turn to God for salvation. See points 8,12,21,24,34 and 58

- The world ends/ Jesus returns with His angels and gathers the Holy ones to establish His Kingdom of Peace/ a new Heaven and a new Earth is created! See all points 1 through to 64, except 18, 59, 60 and 61

1.

1 How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!

3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.  Psalms 133:1,3 (NIV)

2.

22 Why do you pursue me as God does? Will you never get enough of my flesh?

25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.   Job 19:22, 25 (NIV)

3.

9 See, the day of the LORD is coming --a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it.

10 The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.

  Isaiah 13:9-10 (NIV)

4.

23 The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; for the LORD Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before its elders, gloriously.

  Isaiah 24:23 (NIV)

5.

18 for Mount Zion, which lies desolate, with jackals prowling over it.

19 You, O LORD, reign forever; your throne endures from generation to generation.   Lam 5:18-19 (NIV)

6.

13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.

14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.   Dan 7:13-14 (NIV)

7.

1 "At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people--everyone whose name is found written in the book--will be delivered.

2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.  

 Dan 12:1-3 (NIV)

8.

31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

32 And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the survivors whom the LORD calls.   Joel 2:31-32 (NIV)

9.

15 "The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head.

17 But on Mount Zion will be deliverance; it will be holy, and the house of Jacob will possess its inheritance.  Ob 1:15,17 (NIV)

10.

"In that day," declares the LORD, "I will gather the lame; I will assemble the exiles and those I have brought to grief.7 I will make the lame a remnant, those driven away a strong nation. The LORD will rule over them in Mount Zion from that day and forever.   Micah 4:7 (NIV)

11.

6 "This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.

7 I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD Almighty.

8 'The silver is mine and the gold is mine,' declares the LORD Almighty.

9 'The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the LORD Almighty. 'And in this place I will grant peace,' declares the LORD Almighty."   Hag 2:6-9 (NIV)

12.

4 On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south.

5 You will flee by my mountain valley, for it will extend to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.   Zech 14:4-5 (NIV)

13.

The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name.  Zech.14:9 (NIV)

14.

10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.   Zech 9:10 (NIV)

15.

1 "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap.  

 Mal 3:1-2 (NIV)

16.

2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap like calves released from the stall.

3 Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things," says the LORD Almighty.   Mal 4:2-3 (NIV)

17.

27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.   Matt 16:27 (NIV)

18.

21 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to be equaled again.

22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.

23 At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.

24 For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect--if that were possible.  Matt 24:21-24 (NIV)

19.

29 "Immediately after the distress of those days "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.

31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.   

Matt 24:29-31 (NIV)

20.

64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."   Matt 26:64 (NIV)

21.

38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy angels."   Mark 8:38 (NIV)

22.

24 "But in those days, following that distress, "'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;

25 the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

26 "At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.

27 And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens.   Mark 13:24-27 (NIV)

23.

62 "I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."   

Mark 14:62 (NIV)

24.

26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.   Luke 9:26 (NIV)

25.

39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.

40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."  Luke 12:39-40 (NIV)

26.

24 For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.  Luke 17:24 (NIV)

27.

25 "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea.

26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken.

27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  Luke 21:25-27 (NIV)

28.

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  John 14:3 (NIV)

29.

11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."  Acts 1:11 (NIV)

30.

21 He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets. 

Acts 3:21 (NIV)

31.

8 He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Cor 1:8 (NIV)

32.

26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  1 Cor 11:26 (NIV)

33.

4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  Col 3:4 (NIV)

34.

9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,

10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.  1 Thess 1:9-10 (NIV)

35.

19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you?  1 Thess 2:19 (NIV)

36.

13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

  1 Thess 3:13 (NIV)

37.

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.

17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  1 Thess 4:16-17 (NIV)

38.

1 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you,

2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.

3 While people are saying, "Peace and safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.  1 Thess 5:1-4 (NIV)

39.

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers,

2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.

3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God.  2 Thess 2:1-4 (NIV)

40.

7 For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.   2 Thess 2:7-8 (NIV)

41.

14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,

15 which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  1 Tim 6:14-15 (NIV)

42.

8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  2 Tim 4:8 (NIV)

43.

13 while we wait for the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,

14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.   Titus 2:13-14 (NIV)

44.

28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.   Heb 9:28 (NIV)

45.

22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,

23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect,

24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  Heb 12:22-24 (NIV)

46.

26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens."

27 The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be shaken--that is, created things--so that what cannot be shaken may remain.

28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,

  Heb 12:26-28 (NIV)

47.

7 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.  James 5:7-8 (NIV)

48.

13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  1 Peter 4:13 (NIV)

49.

4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.  1 Peter 5:4 (NIV)

50.

16 We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  2 Peter 1:16 (NIV)

51.

3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires.

4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation."  

2 Peter 3:3-4 (NIV)

52.

9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives

12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.

13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  2 Peter 3:9-13 (NIV)

53.

28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.   1 John 2:28 (NIV)

54.

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.   1 John 3:2 (NIV)

55.

14 Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men: "See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones. Jude 1:14 

56.

7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  So shall it be! Amen.  Rev 1:7 (NIV)

57.

11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.  Rev 3:11 (NIV)

58.

12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red,

13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind.

   14 The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.

15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.

16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!

17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"

  Rev 6:12-17 (NIV)

59.

4 Men worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, "Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?"5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months.   Rev 13:4-5 (NIV)

60.

7 He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation.

8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast--all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.  Rev 13:7-8 (NIV)

61.

13 And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men.

14 Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived.

15 He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.

16 He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead,

17 so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name.

18 This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666.  Rev 13:13-18 (NIV)

62.

15 "Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed."

16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, "It is done!"

18 Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake.  Rev 16:15-18 (NIV)

63.

12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.  Rev 22:12 (NIV)

64.

20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  Rev 22:20 (NIV)
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